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Promt Commander Carrier Air Group SEVEN 

To: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. Bm HOMvE RICHARD (CV-31) 



Subj : Action Report of Air Group SEVEN from 21 June to 27 June 1952 

Ref; (a) Oj^av Instruction 3480*1 

(b) CiacPacPlt Instruction 3480,1 



1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), subject report is submitted 
herewith for Inclusion with the action report of the U*S.S. BCK HOfiOil 
RICHARD for the same period. 



G, B, BROTN 



PART (ME - MISSION 



CrcL’ASSIFIED' 



The mission of Air Group SEVEN is derived from Commander Task 
Pored 77 Secret Operations (ider Mo. 22-51. "the embarked air 
group of the O.S.S. BOH HOMtlE RICHARD, CVG-7 took part in the com- 
bined strikes against tl:e hydro-electric complex of North Korea, and 
conducted aerial interdiction against enemy lines of communications 
and supply. Attacks were also made against areas of troop and supply 
concentrations. Photographic reconnaissance was flown in eup^rt 
of all operationaj and ono weather reconnaisance mission was launch-' 
ed. No close air support missions were scheduled or flown. 



PART TVJO 



A. CQtjPOgiTIOM OF CVG-7 

^Aixaj & 



UNIT 


'TYPE A/C 


VF-71 


(16) 

F9F-2 


VF*72 


(16) 

F9P-2 


VF-74 


(16) 

F4U-4 


Vi-75 


(16) 

..r-4 


VC-4 


(4) 

F4U-5N 


VC-12 


(3) 

AD-4W 


VC-33 


(4) 

AD-4NL 

(1) 

AD-3Q 


VC-61 


(3) 

F9F-2P 



B. a .HOMOLOGY 



OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS 





6/27 


6/21 




16 


16 


25 


25 


16 


. 16 


24 


24 


16 


U 


25 


24 


16 


15 


26 


25 


4 


4 


5 


5 


3 


3 


6 


6 


4 


4 


7 


7 


1 


1 






3 


3 


4 


4 



iQ'jg - U.S.S. BOH 110^:15 RICHARD, with Carrier Air Group 
SEVEN embarked, departed Fleet Activities Yokosuka at 06001 for 
the Korean Combat Area, Fifty-nine refresher flights were launched. 



?? TQ‘;2 - Refresher flights were cancelled due to weather en 

route to join IF -77. 

2S June 1952 - U.S.S. BCM HOME RICHARD joined IF-77 at approxima^e- 
ly 05001. At 07001 a four plane jet CAP was launched. A heavy 
strike schedule was to have been launched at OSOOI against Fusen #1 
and ^ and Kyosen j?2 and #3 hj'dro-eleotric plants, but at 07401 
the strike was postponed twenty-four hoiacs* 

However, at 13001 a modified strike schedule was ordered as 
part of a coordinated effort to knock out elecSric power plants 
throughout North Korea. Pianos from the-U.S.S. PRIWCETCM, U.S.S, 
BCKER, U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA and the U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD 
joined with several hundred Air Force planes to achieve maximum 
destruction of the assigned targets. 



COtilMAHDER G* B. 




!r*y“VD»s, COimilDEIl C. D, 



FONVIEIIjE, Jr. (C,0* y^'^74) ^tih S P4tl-4's and DjM W. OJMTIS 
(C 0 VF-72) vrith ll Kyosen #2 hydro-electric plant 

abciit 30 itilcs ncbthb^fet of tiamhung. The transformer j^rd was severe- 
ly damaged^ and a large fire was started by a direct hit on a gas- 
oline or oil storage tank. 



COfJItJANDER H. K. milS (C.O, VA-75) with 6 AD»g, ^DR D. V. SENFT 
(6,0* VP-74) with 6 F4U-4's COMi-MDER J. S* HIIL (C.O* VF-71) 
with 7 F9F-2's hit Fuson ^2 hydro-elcctric plant west of Kyosen, 

Tivo direct hits wore made on the generator building, caving tlxo roof 
In and starting a fire. In addition, severe damage was dealt to 
the transformer ^'ard and surrounding buildings* This strike put 
Fusen permanently out of commission. 



No flak uas encountered at Kyosen #2, and only meager^ inaccurate 
flak at Fuson #2, Hoifcvcr, one AD was badly damaged by flying con- 
crete after a lead plane had hit the generator building. The nculy- 
installod armr plate probably saved the pilot \tio landed safely 
aboard* 



T\ 7 cnty CAP launches were made during the day, and a total of 
47 offensive sorties, 

2A June 1952 - At 0800 both jets and pistons were launched to strike 
the North Korean hydro-electric complex once more. This tiip all 
CVG-7 aircraft were directed against Kyosen #4 plant, six miles 
Inland from Tanchon* Complete destruction of the entire target 
area was achieved* No flak was encountcrod, probably duo to the 
flak suppression runs made prior to the strike by VF-74*s Corsairs, 
Following the strike on I^yo 3 en H, photo jets from VC-61 Detachment 
NAN covered the entire Kyosen complex. 



In the afternoon, Skyraiders, Corsairs and Panthers struck 
rail and bridges northeast and north\ 70 st of Hungnam, Four railroad 
bridges wore severely damaged and fourteen rail cuts were accompli shod, 
Skyraiders and Corsairs hit a niarslialling yard near Tanchon and dam- 
aged five boxcars that were found thcro. No flak was encountered* 

VC-61 (Det. NAN) obtained photographic coverage of the area 
and of radar installations near Wonsan, 



Thirty-one CAPS were launched dxaring tlie day, and four j^SP- 

25 June 1952 Bad v/eathcr prevented strike; launches until 1230* 
However, a total of 14 planes wore launched for CAP at 0800 and 
0920, and a seven plane CAP was launched in the afternoon. 



At 1230, Skyraiders, Corsairs and Panthers took off to attack 
area targets bctT/een Wonsan and the Bo nib line. The props dropped 
their loads on target from 4,000 feet saturating the area, and sev- 
eral large fires were started* The area had been reported to con- 
tain troop concentration and supply dumps, but it was not possible 
to assess results due to high altitude and the dense groivth. 

Before reaching the target, ENSIGN RON^lLD D, EATON, 543324/1325, 
USNR, VF-74 v;as hit by flak, probably 37MIi, at an altitude of 8,000 
feet. Oil pressure fluctuated, then dropped rapidly, and ENSIGN 
EATON was forced to bail out* The other three planes in the divis- 
ion took over EESCAP, and successfully protected ENSIGN EATON, who 
appeared to have landed v/ithout injury, from surrounding enemy 
troops by strafing the area, Che RESCAP plane was hit in the port 
Yjhecl well by what appeared to be 37®, and proceeded to K-IS where 
it was landed safely. This aircraft v^as flovfn back to the ship on 
26 June, but was off loaded at Sasebo due to damage to the main spar. 
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JM Iforea wag IfflmodiatoOjr advised, and gent P-51's and a helicopter 
over rescue operations. ENS3DH EATCW was successfully picked 
up, but Ghe helicopter was shot down by small arms fire after it hS 
gone about 1^ miles. The RESCAP later reported that enemy troops 
wore seen capturing several of the downed personnel, ^ ^ 

Forty-four offensive sorties were launched. 

!»>• bon NOME HICH4ED replonlshcB « sea as n>„ts to 

- ®°"“ Blahard arrived at Sasebo at 08001, 

and assnined ready carriGr status ^ ^ 

FAHT IHJIKE - ORDNANnF! 

on OrdnancG Egulnment 

111 ,.ss^° co^n mlfunotioning of guns and bomb racks has boon grsat- 
y reduced by efficient, squadron ordnance maintenance, A few isolated 
c SOS occurred, which v;ere easily and quickly corrected. 

tog arn“mi^^= -Orth .ontloo- 

s^t’od So ■ 

firit aircraft carriers should be equipped to service Aero 

SSI =L";Lr»;«r‘ 






■F40-4 

32,215 

110 

30 

30 



AD 

4,510 



20m ^ 

50 cal. ' 4.510 

25“ “B 106 llo Is 

500 GP . °5 

1000 GP , 29 

2000 GP _ _ 108 

Incendiary _ 27 

Fragmentation - 2 / „?7 

t>4 266 

PART FOU R - DJiELLTr.mtjnr; 

A, Gcnoral 

BlvIaS^o'Soo^Si^ 

oiporiaaoe of all sq^droa and grourAir IhtoSlS^^o 
^^iPlligence ifato rials and Tnfnr7na-F4».^ 

In certain cases, target photographs and flak inf ormtion were 
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not made available to the ahip i^;,tirae^ it bo Used on tho missions for 
which they wore required > It helldvod ji.iat Small scale oblique 
photographs of tho coastlihos of Itofoa would assist nevr pilots in mak- 
ing proper landfalls. 

C , Equlrunent 



Air IntelllgenGQ Officers^ and other briefing officers^ are hand- 
icapped by the. lack of a public address or amplifying system in the 
ready rooms, when a large briefing is conducted in Heady Four, for 
oxample, it is necessary to shout in order for personnel in the rear 
of tho room to bo heard. 

Debriefing areas have been creatod by !ihe installation of curtains 
in the rear of the ready rooms, which helps to cut dovoi on disturbing 
noises. 

D* Ho 5 cue 



It Is desired tiiat more information be made available on Arny, 
Air Force and Iferine rescue facilities, doctrines, methods and cap- 
abilities, 

PART FIVE - R\rTIE DAr^aGE 

A. ABsesament of Battle Damage to tho Enemv 

^ 1, The follovrlng tabulation represents a conservative estimate 
of tho damage inflicted on the cnejiy. Figures are based on pilot 
^ports, and v/henevor possible have been confirmed by photographs. 
Whenover results were unobserved, unassessed or probable, no destruct- 
ion or damage has been claimed. 



Assessment of Battle Damage to Eneigy 



Target 


Current Period 


Entire Tour 


Destroyed Damaged 


Destroyed 


Daniagcd 


Kyoaen ^2 


1 




1 


Kyosen #4 


1 


1 


Fusgu #2 


1 


1 




Hail Cuts 


14 3 


14 


3 


Bridges 


2 


2 


Troop concentration 


1 




X 


Supply dumps 


1 




1 


Truck farm 


1 




1 


Itirshalling yards 


2 




2 



B, Battle Damage to CTC-7 Aircraft 



Date 


Type 


BuHo. 


Damai^e 


Cause 


6/23/52 


AD-4 


123934 


D-3 


G 


(>/25/^Z 


F4U-4 


81002 


L 


T 


6/25/52 


F4U-4 


80893 


D-2 


T 


6/25/52 


AD-4 


129006 


D-3 


T 



C. Flak Damage Analysis 

Combat operations of CVG-7 have been limited to tliree days. There- 
fore, it is believed that no concrete conclusions can be drawn from 
the flak danage- encountered so far. The following tabulation rep- 
resents flak hits for the three day period. A differentiation between, 
small arms (SAJ and automatic weapons (AIT) is made. The latter in- 
cludes 50 cal., 20ffl, 37M and AOmi. 
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1 



Flak Damage Analysis 







F9F 






Total 


1. 


Sorties 


53 


61 


62 


176 

0 


2, 

3. 


AY! hits 

AWAoo sorties 


0 

0 


1 or more * 
1.6jS 


1 

1.6? 

ri 


1.1? 

2 


4. 

5. 


SA hits 
SA/lOO sorties 


0 

0 


2 

3.3^ 


U 

0 


1.1? 

4 


6, 

7. 


Total hits 
Total hits/100 


0 

0 


3 

4.9? 


1.6? 


2.2? 


8. 

9. 


a/c lost 

Losscs/lOO 


0 

0 


1 

1.6? 


u 

0 


.55? 




* A/C lost in 


eneBoy torritory. Believed 


. hit by AW, but 


D, 


OuGratioml Damage to 


CVG-7 Aircraft 







^^CLASSIFIE, 



Date 

6/24/52 



Smmdron 

VA-75- 



A/C 



BulJo. 

129005 



Cause 
Bomb 
drop * 



D£*mgo 

D-2 



* Tho suspension band on a 2,000 lb. bomb broke durtog a 
pault launch, allonving bomb to drag betwen dock and aircraft, severely 

damaging fuselage. 



PART SIX ■ OPEiblJlOHS 
A. Flight Sumnorv 



The folloT/lng sorties were conducted during the current operating 

^ ^ ^ M Toty. 



F9F 



Striko/Rocco 
CAP/BE SOAP 
Photo/Escort 
HOF 

Heckler 

aspA®v 

GATOR 



53 

69 

& 



61 

2 



59 



176 

73 

8 

0 

0 

5 



266 



Sortijss Scheduled 
Sortios Plonn 
Hours Flovrti 

Days Flight Operations Scheduled 
Average Hours Flight Jkiy 



282 

266 % 94,3 

611.0 
3 

203.7 



B. Forco Disposition 



Tho disposition of the carriers on the 25 circle ^ 
formation cramped jet recoveries, particul^ly during light wand con 
ditions when the carriers wore searching for the wind * 
recommended that the carriers be placed on circles in accordance 

Hith ATP-1* 



C, Plioto RGGOnnaissuncQ 

A second photo plane assigned as photo escort 
as both an escort and a photo reconnaissance plane 
is strongly recommended that a jot fighter be ^^aign^as 
Kith each photo plane regardless of tho number of TaRCAPS and other 

friendly aircraft in the area. 



D. ■ Training 

Continuing emphasis should be placed o»JS;'™ 
reconnaissance, utilising 1:250,000 and 1;500,000 scale charts, with 
emphasis on pinpointing positions at any given time. 
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During the four carrier oi)6fration,' 'aircraft tactical calls were 
assigned by event nhinbfer, and all strike aircraft iTore on a common L/rP/ jQ C 
strike frequency* It Ife recommended that the calls be assigned by 
mission rather than V event and, whenever possible, that separate 
strike raiasiona aii*feorne simultaneously use separate strike freq- 
uencies* 



While it is realized that the present call system is necessarj'' for 
ship and aircraft strike control, it is. rocommQnded that a more sin^^ 
lified system bo authorized for target tactical uso. When aircraft of 
only one Air Group hre involved, simplification could bo achieved by 
using tfodex of aircraft along vdth the call of the parent ship. For 
RESCAP aircraft vjorking v/ith JOG Kbroa those calls seem to be most 
important, and give more information than present strike calls, 

F, Coordination 

On strike missions mado up of pianos from two or more carriers, 
it is roconjmendod that a strike coordinator be designated. 

It is rocoinmondod that Air Groups be given infornution pertaining 
to the systems of rendezvous and rocevery that are being used. This 
information is particularly inportant when three or more carriers aro 
involved, 

PART SEVEN - CQiJPQSITE SQUADRQH lErACHf^EITTS 

A, Antisubmarine Patrol " Jdl-AW 

For maximum 360 degree search coverage, the AD-4W should be flo\'/n 
at a s^od of 160 knots. At this spcod the designed tvjo degree do^m- 
ward tilt of the maximum poi,7er lobe is constant through 360 degrees, 
and a snorkel can be detected at maximum range, which is about forty 
miles. Flights in excess of five hours are possible at an indicated 
air speoc of 120 knots, but at this speed radar coverage is reduced 
to a very lew proportion* At 160 knots the AD-4W can maintain a three 
hour schedule. 

The search pattern and altitude, vAilch depend^ on such factors 
as soa state and v^ind, which affect the radar presentation, can be 
determined only after becoming airborne. Consequently the search 
altitude and pattern should bo determined by the pilot after an 
analysis of the contributory factors. Due to the lack of antenna 
stabilization, slight turns made by the aircraft blank , out the radar 
presentation during the turns, Ihorcfore, i^hcn possible, turns 
should be made at the discretion of the operator, and positive 
control of the aircraft by the controlling ships should be limited 
to those periods when the pilot so requests* 

B, Might Attack - AD-4N 

On the afternoon of 25 Juno 195^* Air Group SEVEN was assigned 
an area target sout Invest of Wonsan that consisted of possible storage, 
truck parking and troop bivouac,, A positive geographic fix over the 
coast could not be made due to overcast and considerable time ms 
spent in locating the target under marginal weather conditions. It 
is recommonded that under such adverse v/eather conditions an AD— 4M 
be sent with the strike group to provide radar navigation information* 
This aircraft could remain at sufficient altitude to be out of range 
of enemy fire during the attack. 

In addition, the electronic equipment of the AD-4M is capable of 
giving a distinct indication when aircraft of the flight have been 
"looked on" and are being tracked by enerny fire control radar. Timely 
reports of such instances to the strike leader would have obvious 
advantages to tho safety of our aircraft* 
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fART EIGHT H i.:AIHTEl^;JfCiR 

I&intenfliMje of propcllor driven aircrafi^Sur: 
routine h 




irn 

g the period was 



The long period of inactivity. of aircraft, from 4 Juno to 20 
June, caused excessive hydraulic leaks in P9F-2>s, '^ith the hydro- 
lube fluid presently used in the hydraulic system, numerous 0-ring 
seal failures 'occur after several days of inactivity. 

Fuel pumps arc a continuing source of trouble in F9F-2 aircraft, 
and it is urged that JP-A5 pumps bo mado available at the earliest 
possible date. 

It was found that the noiv typo F9F wing jiar'-strut does not pre- 
vent damage to wings and wing folding cylinders during high winds and 
rough seas. This Jury strut will not prevent upi/ard travel of the wing 
v»hon in the folded position, V/hilo this strut is much more easily 
Installed and removed than the old type, It is conaiderod unsatisfact- 
ory because it will not preverdt wing travel in an upward direction. 

Several P9F-2 wing folding hj>draulic cylinder failures occurred. 

It is understood that now production F9F aircraft are being fitted 
with an improved cy].indor, but that no hack fitting program is con- 
templated, It is recommended that all F9F-2 be equipped "with the latest 
type wing folding hydraulic eylindors. 

Maintenance hag been handicapped to some extent by a lack of 
certain items of the Section "G" allowance list, specifically, tost 
equipment for the capacitance type fuel quantity guage and an oxyeon 
regulator test stand, . 

being sent forward shouM bo provided with a full Section 
"G” allowance. 

PART Mias - SGRVIVAL 



1 survival equipment such as POK-1, C-1 vest and first aid 

should bo issued after embarkation on 170 st coast* This would 
cmblo each pilot to get his cqulpjncnt arranged to his personal sat^ 
isiaction and got accustomed to wearing it during the period of train- 
ing in tho Hawaiian area* 



The present flying suits are considered inadequate for this type 
of combat operation. There Is a need for pilots to carry considor- 
ablo survival equipment. Therefore, suits sliould be made to provide 
for taosc articles. It is believed tliat a two piece suit would prove 
i;o be more practical for use by denmod pilots In enemy held territoiy. 

It is recoEHiendod that two types of ,U)SK-X droppable survival 
kits be provided - one for summer, and one for viihter use. The 
kits issued T/cro modified by CVG-7 for summer use by removing the 
heavy winter flight gear and replacing it with summer weight fihrino 
ifulgues. The additional speco in the container was used to provide 
extra food and ivatcr. Contents of the kit were placed in a canvas 
container and then placed in the metal bomb, which permits quick re- 

raoval and ease of transportation in addition to eliminating tho weight 
or tho can, ^ 



ally about half of the required CBC-7 radios are on hand or 
.f* dosired to place a CRC-7 radio In each parachute 

ADSK-1 droppable kit. Pilots that land- 
saw U.S, Air Force pilots with two-piece emergency radios 
tnat were designed to be carried in a G-1 or similar vest. This 
procedure appears to be highly desirable, ad the pilot of Air Group 
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declassified 

spSN that bailed out bvor encncsr held territory had to abandon all of 
hia equipment that was not secured to his person, immodlatelj' upon 
landing, in order to avoid eneny troops that were in the imiiGdiate 
viciniuy. Therefore, the CRC-7 radio vjhich had boon stov/od in the 
parachute life raft kit v?as not available to him, 

in order to avoid dropping the ADSK-1 kit in an unarnod condit- 
ion, positive arming is provided by attaching tlio arming wire to the 
aircraft structure. Arming could bo more expeditiously accomplished, 
and with less possibility of being overlooked, if a spring clip were 
provided on the end of the arming wire, 

part tek - TirarTBrnTm 

lack of bench test installations has seriously handicapped maint- 
enance of certain airborne electronic equipment. Specific items 

*®st equipment is not available include AH/APS ;-31 
and AII/AHR-27. Continuous effort has been made since the Air Group 
arrived in San Diego to obtain this equipment with no success. It is 
expected that all AH/AES-31 and Ah/AHR- 27 equipment will be inoperative 
within next six weeks unless adequate test equipment is made available, 

Hie system that requires carriers returning to CONUS to turn in 
electronic supplies for issue to ships remaining In forward area should 
solve many problems. However, no direct results have been observed to 
aate. it is hoped that many electronics supply items will be forth- 
coming when the ship next arrives at Yokosuka. 
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